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Presidentôs Message 

ACC Pre-Rally in Canyonville, Oregon 

Plan on joining us this year for a fun-filled pre-rally at Seven Feathers RV Resort.  
We have lots of activities planned for you.  The Cow Creek Trolley Wine Tour was a 
big success last time at Seven Feathers so we decided to bring it back again this year 
along with golfing at Myrtle Creek Golf Course and a Ladies luncheon at the Painted 
Lady Royal Rose Tea Room, a 115 year old restored colonial revival home in Myrtle 
Creek.  A special note: The American Coach Service team will attend the pre-

rally .  Please get your service request in to American Coach right away. 
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By Chip Aiken 

Greetings to one and all from 

Merriam, Kansas. I hope every-

one is having a wonderful spring 

wherever you might be.  Itôs hard 

to believe this will be my last 

message to the membership as 

President and Annetteôs as Sec-

retary.  In spite of the challeng-

ing times weôve had with the 

economy and all thatôs happened 

with Fleetwood, itôs been our 

sincere privilege to serve the Chapter. 

Annette and I left Yuma in March along with Bill Cranford, Annie Piper and Bill Fer-

guson. Our three-coach caravan headed to Santa Fe for the ACC pre-rally at the Road-

runner RV Park and Cities of Gold Hotel in the Pojoaque (pronounced Po-wah-kay) 

Pueblo north of Santa Fe. Not far behind us were Wayne & Betty Nelson who left 

Yuma just hours after but ended up at the same first-nightôs destination in Tucson. 

They joined our caravan on arrival day as we traveled from Albuquerque to Santa Fe. 

At the campground we found the Gays, the Stevens, and the Harters. We took advan-

tage of an early arrival to visit Taos and take several trips to the local casinos. We had 

ñI hope each and every one 

of you will consider joining 

the chapter for the summer 

pre-rally at the beautiful 

Seven Feathers RV Resort in 

Canyonville, Oregon.ò  
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a small group for our rally along with 

one show coach and the American Coach 

Service team. The Cities of Gold Hotel 

provided the food which was great. The 

ladies luncheon was in Santa Fe at Casa 

Sena and the casino/hotelôs shuttle ser-

vice provided transportation for them. 

They stayed in Santa Fe long enough to 

shop and enjoy a little of the history and 

architecture. 

We had warm weather, cold weather, 

rain and even a little snow. Everyone 

seemed to weather the changes (no pun 

intended) pretty well, until the threat of a 

snow storm on Friday, the last full day of 

the rally. Fearful that the incoming storm 

would make for a hazardous departure on 

Saturday morning, the consensus from 

those planning to go to FMCAôs conven-

tion in Albuquerque, was to make a Fri-

day getaway. We threw together a quick 

caravan departure plan, contacted FMCA 

about our early arrival, and got the local 

tribal police to give us clear exit from the 

park out onto the highway. With about an 

hour and a half to put this together, we 

pulled up stakes, lined up, and with po-

lice assistance, headed south. Two police 

units gave us an escort to the Santa Fe 

599 bypass. Thinking we had beat the 

storm, we made our way to Albuquerque. 

Just north of Albuquerque, we hit high 

crosswinds, but every coach handled it 

well and we made it to the holding area 

without incident. We had a few coaches 

waiting for us as they had left ahead of 

the caravan and we waited on a couple 

stragglers (one coach had critically low 

tire pressure on one wheel). A short time 

later we were parked on the Balloon Fi-

esta grounds where we would spend the 

next six days. 

When the rally was over, we made our 

way to Oasis RV Resort in Amarillo 

where we spent three nights. This is a 

great campground if you are traveling I-

40 east or west. Priced at $20/night with 

the third night free, it was a great deal. 

Of course we had to have dinner at the 

Big Texan, home of the 72 oz. steak. 

While there, one person (not from our 

group) took on the challenge to eat a 72 

oz. steak plus the sides in 30 minutes. If 

he finished everything the meal was free. 

His time wasnôt up when we left but it 

didnôt look like he was going to ñget óer 

doneò. 

Our goal was to get to Searcy, Arkansas 

for Charlie and Gloria Adcockôs Rally in 

the Pasture. Annetteôs kidney had other 

plans. We headed north to Kansas City 

where Annette ended up having three 

kidney stones pulverized. The surgical 

procedure was called Laser Lithotripsy. 

The patient is doing well. The upside of 

getting here more than a month earlier 

than planned was being able to spend 

time with our first and only grandbaby 

who just turned one year old on May 8th. 

Let me wrap this by saying that I hope 

each and every one of you will consider 

joining the chapter for the summer pre-

rally at the beautiful Seven Feathers RV 

Resort in Canyonville, Oregon. The 

American Coach Service team will  be 

there. More information on the rally, 

along with the registration forms, can be 

found in this newsletter and are available 

on the website for downloading or regis-

tering online. You will need to know 

your log-in on the ACC website to regis-

ter online. If you donôt know it, thatôs ok, 

just send me an email at president@acc-

fmca.com and Iôll send it to you. 

Have fun, travel safe, and I hope to see 

you in Canyonville, Oregon. 

   Chip Aiken 
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Fun times in Santa Fe 


