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Presidentôs Message 

Great Times at ñComing Back Homeò Pre-rally 
By Marcia Bratsburg 

ACCôs recent Coming Back Home to Decatur Pre-Rally held July 13-18 at the Bellmont High 

School campus was a fun and memorable time for everyone. With 100 coaches in attendance, 

the rally was packed with things to do and fun for all. The local community came together to 
welcome us, showering us with coupons for the goodie bag at registration. The current and 

previous Mayorôs welcomed the group after an honoring of the veterans by the local American 

Legion Color Guard and VFW Ladies Auxiliary. 

Everyone had a great time at the silly hat night and enjoyed the black and white dress up or 

down night with a delicious prime rib dinner. Cheeseburgers in Paradise night wrapped up the 

rally with attendeeôs dressed in tropical clothes and dancing among the palm trees. Robin and 

Randy Brock got everyone dancing with Randy as the DJ and Robin singing 
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By Chip Aiken 

Where did the summer go? It seems like we 

were just in Merriam, Kansas pondering our 

route to Decatur for the ñComing Back 

Homeò pre-rally. Now, Annette and I are 
back in Merriam and itôs already September. 

Instead of planning our summer travels in the 

north, we are planning our travels south to 

escape winterôs inevitable cold weather. Oh 

yes, and attending our daughterôs wedding on 

September 12th. 

Another pre-rally is history and what a pre-

rally it was. A great time was had by first-

time and veteran ACC members alike. There 

were vendors, seminars, a few display 

coaches and one dealer, Tom Johnson Camp-

ing Center from Marion, N.C. Randyôs crew 
was there working hard as usual and Spartan 

was busy teaching us about our engine main-

tenance. Spartan also brought their parts 

trailer to the pre-rally and the extra staff for 

performing service. Darrell & Nancy Wil-

liams made a brief appearance to service 

Carefree awning products.  

Everyone agreed that the food, catered by 

Manley Meats in Decatur or by our own 

members Wendy & Lloyd Holloway was 

great and was enjoyed by everyone. We had 

plenty of entertainment, mostly provided by 

ACC members Randy and Robin Brock, who 

brought their very professional DJ equip-

ment. I would be remiss if I didnôt mention 

that our own members, Jane and Jerry Lihou, 

sponsored the ice cream social. With Fleet-

wood still in bankruptcy and unable to 

ñAnother pre-rally is history 

and what a pre-rally it was. 

A great time was had by 

first-time and veteran ACC 

members alike.ò  
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financially support the rally, it was our mem-

bers who stepped in to help out. Iôm happy to 

report that even with only one dealer and 

without the aforementioned financial support, 
we managed to break even without raising 

the price of the rally. On the last evening of 

the rally, Justin Humphreys announced to 

those in attendance that the AIP deal was 

done. 

There was no shortage of media hype in the 

area. Several articles in the local newspaper, 

the Decatur Democrat, touted the upcoming 

rally, reported on the rally as it happened, 

and wrote a wrap-up of the rally. There was a 

radio station interview prior to the start of the 
rally and we were visited by two different 

Fort Wayne television stations. The current 

mayor of Decatur, John Schultz was always 

available and attended a number of our 

events. The past mayor, Fred Isch, was a 

regular attendee, but more important, was 

instrumental in the success of the pre-rally. 

Fred was there for us from the planning 

stage, making sure that local businesses and 

residents were on board and knew we were 

coming. 

We owe a big thank you to Marcia and Jeff 

Bratsburg for all their hard work and dedica-

tion to making this a fun time for the ACC 

members. They did a wonderful job! Thank 

you to everyone that volunteered to make this 

pre-rally a success. 

Our ACC members left Decatur and/or 

FMCAôs 82nd International Convention in 
Bowling Green, Ohio for many different des-

tinations. Some headed north into Michigan 

and then some of those continued on to Can-

ada and east towards Montreal and Maine. 

Some left Michigan and stayed in the U.S. 

but still ended up in Maine. We left Bowling 

Green, traveling with George and Sheri 

Tomaszewski and headed to Sandusky, Ohio 

and on to Niagara Falls. We thoroughly en-

joyed the spectacular falls, especially from 

the Canadian side. From there we traveled to 
Maine where we met up with Rich and Jean 

Lydecker. A day or two later we crossed 

paths with Charlie and Gloria Adcock, who 

had traveled the Canadian route. A day later 

we ran into Dan and Renee Lee in Booth 

Bay, Maine. They had been traveling with 

the Adcocks. Also there were Merritt & Ca-

rita Mosby. They had left Bowling Green, 

briefly returned to Decatur and then headed 

east and ended up in New Jersey before com-

ing to Maine. On their way to Maine they ran 
into Bill Cranford and Annie Piper at a Con-

necticut rest area. We later tracked down Bill 

and Annie in Bar Harbor, Maine and while 

we were in downtown Bar Harbor we ran 

into the Farrells and the Belchers. What a 

small world!  

As you can see from our summer adventures, 

these pre-rallies are a good starting point for 

other travels. Had we not been members of 

this and other American Coach based clubs, 

and had we not attended rallies over the 

years, we wouldnôt have known these won-

derful folks.  

Currently, there are still a few issues to con-

firm for the next location of the March pre-

rally to the FMCA Convention in Albuquer-

que. As of now, the pre-rally is planned for 

March 16 ï 19, 2010 at the Roadrunner RV 

Park located north of Santa Fe. The FMCA 

Convention dates are March 22 - 25.  This 

location should make for a really fun rally. I 

hope weôll see you there! 

Wherever your travels take you, this fall and 
winter I hope you remain safe, healthy and 

happy.  

Chip Aiken 
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Our East Coast Adventure That Didnôt Happen 

ñBeing a member of 

the Nominating 

Committee is a great 

way to give back to 

the Chapter.ò 

The History of ACC 

By Tony Steller 

Lynne and I spent almost six months 

planning our East Coast adventure, the 

trip to Decatur and destinations beyond. 

It just did not happen. 

We made it to Coeur dôAlene, Idaho, 

stopping to visit with family when the 

gremlins struck, several times in a row. 
To make a long story short, by the time 

we got past various mechanical issues, it 

was far too late to get to Decatur in time 

for our the rally.  

I know we missed out on a good time, 

but most of all, we missed seeing all our 
friends from the eastern part of the coun-

try. I just hope that they will come west 

to Albuquerque this spring and Seven 

Feathers and the FMCA convention in 

Redmond, Oregon in the fall. 

Oregon is a beautiful place to visit any 

time but especially during the summer 

months. We hope to see Margaret Butter-
worth, and Robin Brock and many oth-

ers. Our doors are open for you all here 

in California. Well, maybe not all at once 

but we would be happy to show you 
around in the somewhat tarnished 

Golden State. 

Until next time, travel safe and enjoy 

touring this beautiful country of ours. 

Tony Steller 

ñJust thought you 

might want to know 

where all this fun 

started.ò  

By Merritt Mosby 

At the beginning, the American Coach 

club was called American Eagle and 

Limited (AE&L). The name was changed 

to the American Coach Association 
(ACA) after the American Dream was 

introduced.  

In June of 1993, Bob Beadel, Bob 
Schultz and Bill Mundie wondered how 

they could go to the FMCA International 

Convention and be recognized as a group 

and park together. At the AE&L National 
rally held at Gatlinburg, Tenn. in 1993, 

Bill Mundie called it to the attention of 

the entire membership to see what they 
thought about forming an AE&L Chapter 

in the FMCA. He asked for a show of 

hands and about thirty people raised their 
hands. Bill contacted FMCA, received 

the appropriate paper work and the rest is 

history. The Charter was issued Septem-

ber 23, 1993 to the AE&L of FMCA.   

The Beadelôs, Schultzôs and Mundieôs 

were the founding members 
and Bill Mundie was the 

first president. There were 

37 charter members. In De-

cember of 1993 there were 
55 members, in October of 

1994 they had 114 and in 

October of 1995 there were 

223 members. 

On March 17, 1996 during 

the pre-rally at Indio, Cal. the name was 
changed to the American Coach Chapter 

(ACC) of FMCA and the American 

Dream was admitted to the Chapter as 

well.  

We have two single digit number mem-

bers still active in the Chapter. They are 

Ann & Bob Beadel and Anna & David 
Castle, numbers three & four respec-

tively. There are eleven double-digit 

number members still active as well. Just 
thought you might want to know where 

all this fun started. 


